What About  . . . Lutheran Service Book
Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Colossians 3:16

Every generation of the faithful takes up Paul’s admonition; and with maturing faith and with faithfulness to the Word handed to it, it sings praises to the God who has manifested His salvation in Christ Jesus. The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, of which Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member, has recently published a hymnal intended to sing the Lord’s praise.

Yet why publish a new hymnal when TLH and its traditions have served reliably?

Each generation desires to teach the present generation how to confess the Lord, and to train the children for their future faithful confession in hymn and teaching. The new Lutheran Service Book (LSB) assumes this mantle after sixty-five years of dependable service from The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH). Born of the Church’s venerable traditions and anticipating declaring our God’s praises in the days to come, the LSB has put into practice Dr. Martin Luther’s worthy opinion of music: It is the hand-maiden of theology. We are the “Singing Lutherans.”

What benefits will LSB offer the Church? How does the cover suggest that?

Though no one book, except the Holy Scriptures, encompasses the life of the Christian, the LSB in every facet attempts to address the Christian. The burgundy covers are embossed with symbols presenting the heart of the Church’s life; on the front are the cross of Christ, the Bible, a baptism shell, the chalice and bread (with grain and grape); on the back are a hand, representing the Father, the cross for the Son (also with a sunrise behind connoting the resurrection), and a dove to portray the Holy Spirit.

Along with the new appearance, what else was altered?

Within the front cover the worshiper is given Prayers for Worship, with personal prayers before, after, and during the worship service. The back cover pages contain the Nicene and Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer in old and Standard English, and the words for Holy Baptism (in case of emergency when it may be performed by a Christian lay person). In these Creeds and prayers of the Church one recognizes that the language—in consultation with the members of the LCMS—has been gently revised, in order to reflect both modern usage and the ESV Bible, which is becoming a standard in other material published by the LC-MS. Another change has been the page color; rather than a stark white background, the pages are cream white.

The book looks larger and feels heavier. Have new hymns been added? Where are the new hymns from? And will I be able to find my favorite hymns, having used TLH for a lifetime?

Though a service book, most space is dedicated to the hymnody of the Church. The hymns begin with 331—a new method of numbering that follows the numbering of the included Psalms and the page numbers of the services, rites, etc (see Front Section below); the book contains 636 hymns, songs, canticles, and liturgical music. To aid the singer in following the text, spacing appears between stanzas 3 & 4 when 5 or more stanzas are included.

The hymns are organized according to the Church Year, starting with Advent and continuing through the major seasons; other aspects of the Church’s life, e.g., faith, stewardship, and mission and witness, as well as themes of society and morning and evening comprise other categories—43 in all.

The criteria for selection were: faithfulness to the Holy Scriptures, adherence to the Lutheran Confessions, preservation of the musical confession unique to the Lutheran tradition, support of the lectionary in the services, and recognition of the world-wide Christian Church. The language of the texts, the tunes (816, 395, 851, 741, 655, 557, 907, 343), and the keys have been slightly changed; some hymns and songs have been expanded to four parts; and in some cases, hymns were returned to their traditional language (702, 729, 781, 782) even as the use of modern language is found in others—always intent on preserving poetic quality for the sake of beauty and ease of memorization by the worshiper. A final “Amen” has been eliminated from most hymns—TLH was the first Lutheran hymnal to append amen to hymns—but the congregation, of course, may added a hearty amen at will.

Great surprises are added where hymns and songs do not fill an entire page—Bible quotations and Collects (brief structured prayers usually in five parts related to the previous hymn).

Seventeen hymns and songs appear in both English and a foreign language; most are in Spanish, one in Portuguese (its origins are from Brazil), and two in German (Silent Night, and a hymn with the beautiful words of a traditional German children’s bedtime prayer). Hymn 944 The Kyrie comes from the Russian Orthodox church; two have distinct Hispanic roots (502 is Latin American, 479 is South American); 833 comes from Kenyan Christians, and 871, Greeting the Rising Sun, from Chinese Christians.

Indices galore assist the worshiper in locating hymns for the service and home. Topical indices include faith, marriage, mealtime, spirituals and travel; indices order hymns according to authors, translators, sources (twenty-seven by Luther), composers and sources (seven by J.S. Bach, two by Beethoven, six by Luther, seventeen new ones (unique settings for the LSB), and tunes, organizing them by meter, tune (alphabetical list of tune names), by first line of tune (alphabetical), and by foreign language.

TLH had one communion service; now there are five—why? Besides hymns and the communion service, TLH offered the congregation and family material for worship and devotion; has LSB provided the same content? Is the Psalm section more accessible? The size of the book again is intriguing; what else is offered to the Church?

The LSB is intended to serve a congregation in its public worship, as well as the family hearth; therefore it contains an ample range and selection of material.

A calendar for the Church Year is provided; besides the major seasons and festivals, commemorations of saints’ days are included—with a fascinating list of Christian saints throughout history.
Lectionaries (appointed readings from the Scriptures for the services) for one and three year cycles are provided; the Old Testament and Epistle readings were revised so that they match the themes of the Gospel reading for a festival or observance more closely.

The dates of Easter from 2007 to 2050 (with an explanation of how to calculate the Sunday of Easter) are given; and a glossary of worship service-oriented terms has been incorporated.

The Psalms, as the hymnbook of the Church, are pointed for congregational singing; eleven tunes, ranging from cheerful and bright to somber and austere, accompany the psalms.

The traditional Divine Service has been set to five different musical settings for congregational worship. Though Trinity has used all five of the services, the congregation chiefly uses Setting Three (page 184), which is a kindly revised version of page 15 in TLH. Setting Five is Luther’s revision of the service used most commonly in his era and location. The five settings, with their various musical compositions and slightly different texts, allow for moderate variety in practice.

After the settings for the Divine Service come services that may be prayed by the congregation on a daily basis; these services also may be conducted by laymen. Matins begins the day as a service of psalms, readings, and prayers; Vespers is a service for the early evening. The Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer, recently written, may be used as alternatives to Matins and Vespers. Compline, sung at the close of the day, completes the daily offices.

A relatively new service (first appearing in 1969), the Service of Prayer and Preaching is offered as a teaching service to inspire young people and the unchurched.

Besides the services, other rites for the life of the entire congregation are given: Holy Baptism (as a part of a service or stand-alone), Confirmation, Holy Matrimony (at the beginning of a Divine Service or stand-alone), and Funeral Service.

In response to the Father’s Word in Christ, the Church offers her prayers to her Savior. LSB includes Responsive Prayer 1 and 2 (with petitions and responses for morning, afternoon, evening, and before travel), and the historic Litany (petitions for all conditions of humanity).

For the life of the Baptized, to live in the Lord’s forgiveness, Corporate (group) Confession & Absolution (announcement of forgiveness) and Individual Confession & Absolution (based on Luther’s Small Catechism) are provided.

For the family hearth, a series of brief orders are included. Daily Prayer for Individuals and Families gathers the family at morning, noon, early evening, and close of the day, with appropriate prayers for mealtime.

A Daily Lectionary, listing readings from most of the Scriptures and covering the entire Church Year, is included.

For the congregation and family a broad assortment of prayers is found in Prayers, Intercessions, and Thanksgivings.

The Athanasian Creed, the third ecumenical (or church-wide) creed is also provided.

Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, for use in service and at home concludes the content of the non-hymn portion of the LSB.

